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Abstract

Grassland ecosystems of Europe comprise a variety of mostly semi-natural habitats, which

have developed over long periods of traditional land-use regimes, such as grazing and

mowing, and they support a remarkable level of biodiversity. At some scales, the species

diversity  of  these  habitats  is  greater  than  that  of  tropical  rain  forests.  Such  valuable

habitats are currently facing several threats, some natural but mostly anthropogenic, and

many of them are threatened with extinction. The Eurasian Dry Grassland Group (EDGG,

www.eddg.org) was established in 2008 by scientists, conservationists and others who are

involved in the study and conservation of grassland habitats. The organization currently

has 1299 members from a total of 64 countries. Since 2004, the EDGG has organized an

annual scientific conference in different parts of Europe. Since 2009, the EDGG has also

organized  international  field  workshops  to  collect  diversity  data  on  the plant  species

composition of  dry  grasslands and related communities  in  understudied regions of  the
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Palaearctic. These data are collated in the GrassPlot database and used as a resource for

collaborative research. We hope to expand this initiative to also include data on arthropod

taxa. The next EDGG conference will be held in Bilbao in 2020.
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